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after acquiring distinctions and diplomas not recognised in the practical world, find very little encouragement with the large outside public. This leads to great discontent and galling bitterness, not only against the men who fail to appreciate them, but with the social and political institutions actually existing in the country. It also leads to a mental and moral pessimism darker than that of Schopenhauer, and more despairing than that of Max Nordau. In the teachers there is a high-bred courtesy and an undercurrent of tolerance for a flood which they cannot stem. But in their disciples the stream of ideas tends to acquire a corrosive poison from the fact that they have no experience of life, and exaggerate tenfold the mysticism and introspection of a detached existence.
Their mental faculties get blunted by not having the advantage of being sharpened by actual facts or by contact with human life. Their astronomy is old-world, and based on the Ptolemaic system. They believe that when the sun or the moon is in eclipse it is due to two terrible demons who want to swallow up these luminaries, and it is necessary to make large gifts to Brahmans or beggars, to offer up lengthy prayers, and perform repeated ablutions, before the threatened calamity can be warded off. The science of medicine is with them divorced from the art of surgery, which is treated as simply the art of the barber. The science of chemistry is